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Overview 
 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. is an all volunteer, non-profit, professional canine 
search and rescue organization established in 1980. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. is 
the oldest and largest search dog organization in the state of Utah. Rocky Mountain Res-
cue Dogs, Inc. is dedicated to assisting law enforcement and other governmental agencies 
in the location of lost and missing persons.  
 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. provides assistance in the following situations: wil-
derness searches, tracking/trailing, water recovery, avalanche searches, urban searches, 
human remains detection/cadaver searches, and disaster searches. Rocky Mountain Res-
cue Dogs, Inc. is on-call and available twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  
 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog teams consist of a handler and his or her dog. Team mem-
bers donate their time and resources training to meet rigid standards including: scent the-
ory, search theory, canine obedience, canine agility, GPS/navigation skills, mountaineer-
ing skills, first aid skills, and physical fitness. Teams maintain a constant state of readi-
ness, able to respond at any time, day or night, to an emergency. Teams are also able to 
work under most weather conditions. 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. receives financial contributions from Community 
Shares, Utah, and other private donations.  
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Business Meetings 
 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. holds a business meeting the first Friday of every 
month. Members of the public are welcome to attend. Attendance at business meetings is 
encouraged for those wanting more information about Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, 
Inc.  
 
Business meetings are held at 7:30pm at the Office of the State Medical Examiner. The 
Medical Examiner’s Office is located at: 48 North Medical Drive, Salt Lake City, UT 
84113.  
 
Please see our website for directions and more information: www.rockymountainrescue 
dogs.com 
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Training Missions 
 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Teams train one full weekend per month. Anyone is wel-
come to attend training weekends. we encourage those who are interested in Rocky 
Mountain Rescue Dogs to attend many training missions as possible. Please be aware, 
those who are not team members are not allowed to bring their dogs to training missions.  
 
Training missions generally take place the third weekend of each month, with the excep-
tion of November and December when trainings are held the first weekend of each 
month. Training mission information is located on our website at 
www.rockymountainrescuedogs.com under the calendar tab, or call our non-emergency 
number for more information.  
 
Members of the team also train on their own or with small groups of other people regu-
larly.  You are welcome to contact members to find out with other training missions are 
scheduled. Whether or not you are allowed to bring your dog to these training missions 
will be at the discretion of members in charge of the training.  
 
When attending a training mission, please make sure you have enough food and water, 
clothing, and the proper gear for the terrain and weather conditions. Rocky Mountain 
Rescue Dog Teams train in all weather conditions.  
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Search Missions 
 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Teams are on call twenty-four hours a day seven days a 
week. When a person is lost or missing, law enforcement officials contact Rocky Moun-
tain Rescue Dogs, Inc. via our emergency contact phone number. Answering those calls 
is our Call-Out Coordinator. Our Call-Out Coordinator then contacts team members via a 
paging system. Those team members who are available, respond to the search.  
 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Teams respond to searches in Utah and the surrounding 
states. Because Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. is an all volunteer search and rescue 
organization, team members use their own vehicles to reach search areas. Team members 
also use their own gear, food and water while searching. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, 
Inc. relies on self-sufficient team members to complete search missions successfully.  
 
Rocky Mountain team members also work closely with the Civic Air Patrol. The Civil 
Air Patrol may provide transportation and assistance to Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog 
Teams working in the field.  
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Becoming a Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Candidate 

 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs teams are divided into certification levels: Pre-Candidate, 
Candidate, Operational Handler (Level II), and Specialized Operational Handler (Level 
III). The Board of Directors and Members of Management preside over training and cer-
tification regulations as provided in the Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. Standards 
and By-Laws. The Standards and By-Laws are available upon request. 
 
Those interested in becoming a Pre-Candidate with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
should attend Business Meetings and Training Mission Weekends without your dog. At-
tending Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog events will allow those interested the opportunity 
to meet members of the team and our canine partners. It will also provide the opportunity 
to participate Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog teams training.  
 
It is important to realize the significant time, energy, and financial commitment you are 
making when applying for candidacy with Rocky Mountain Recue Dogs. It takes at least 
1200 hours of training with your canine partner to become search ready. It then takes at 
least 500 hours per year to maintain the basic minimum search ready proficiency required 
to remain on the search call-out list. The time commitment listed above does not include 
the time it takes for the handler to become search ready, only the canine partner.  
 
It is also important to realize that not every canine is suitable for search and rescue work. 
Search and Rescue Dogs must be extremely fit, have a very high level of endurance (they 
could be working for 10-12 hours per day, or more, on a search), they must have a very 
high prey/hunt drive, they must be very obedient, and they must be extremely well so-
cialized. Your canine partner cannot show any aggression towards people or other ca-
nines. Your canine partner must be as committed to search and rescue work as you are. 
 
Since Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. is an all volunteer, non-profit organization 
dedicated to aiding law enforcement, it is important to also realize there will be a signifi-
cant financial commitment. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog, Inc. team members must be 
self-sufficient during each training mission and on every search. Team members do not 
expect or rely on any other agency to provide support services. Rocky Mountain Rescue 
Dogs, Inc. provides safety equipment necessary for each member of the team, i.e. radios, 
GPS, life jackets, etc. However, members of the group are responsible for obtaining all 
other necessary gear for both themselves and their canine partners. Please see the sug-
gested pack list on page 11 for further information.  
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Becoming a Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs  
Candidate (Continued) 

 
In order to apply for candidacy with Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. each applicant 
must: 
 
· Be at least 21 years of age 
· Attend four training missions without your canine 
· Attend business meetings while a pre-candidate 
· Submit a completed membership application to Management 
· Submit a release and indemnification agreement 
· Submit a medical release form 
· Submit a canine evaluation form* 
· Be certified in Basic First Aid and CPR 
· Complete physical fitness evaluation (pack test) 
· Submit proof of current canine vaccinations 
· Complete an interview with Management 
· Be voted into the group as a candidate by a majority of voting members 
· Pay candidate fees 
 
Once you have successfully completed the steps above and have been voted into the group 
as a candidate, you may begin bringing your dog to workouts. You are required to attend 
2/3 of all training missions and business meetings to maintain your candidacy. 
 
*Please be aware, positive canine evaluation does not necessarily constitute search and      
rescue abilities.  
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Candidate Checklist 

 

Handler’s Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Canine_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
Four Training Missions Attended �  

Membership Application Approved �  

Release and Indemnity Agreement �  

Medical Release �  

Canine Evaluation Form �  

Current First Aid/CPR Agreement �  

Physical Fitness Evaluation (Pack Test) �  

Current Canine Vaccinations �  

Interview with Management �  

Candidate Fees Paid �  

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Candidacy 

 

Once you have completed the necessary requirements for becoming a Rocky Mountain 
Rescue Dog Team Candidate, your training will help prepare you to test for your Opera-
tional Handler Status.  
 
Requirements for Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Candidates are as follows: 
 
· Choose two Specialized Operational (Level III) team members as mentors 
· Attend 2/3 of all workouts 
· Attend 2/3 of all Business Meetings 
· Attend at least 2 Search Missions without your dog 
· Attend community demonstrations 
· Complete and submit training logs each month to your Level III mentors and Manage-

ment  
· Complete a 6 month progress review with Rocky Mountain Management and Board 
· Test for Operational Certification within 1 year of candidacy  
 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Management Members will help guide you through the 
steps of your training, and will provide you with progress checks to ensure you are pro-
gressing toward certification. Management will also provide you with stats sheets to help 
you keep track of workouts attended.  
 
Your Level III mentors will assist you in training with your canine partner outside of offi-
cial Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog workouts. Your Level III mentors will help you in the 
proper steps for training your canine. They will also help determine when you and your 
canine partner are ready to test for certifications. It is important to remember that training 
with your canine is ultimately your responsibility and your Level III mentors are there for 
guidance. 
 
During your candidacy, It is important to begin compiling gear for your search pack. The 
following  page lists some of the necessary items to keep in your search pack.  
 
Once you have obtained Candidate status you are expected to attend as many search mis-
sions as possible without your dog. You must attended at least two searches before you 
are allowed to test. In order to attend searches, your stats must be current and you must 
also be current on your training logs.  

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Suggested Pack List 

 

For Your Canine Partner:    
· Food (1 Day)     
· Treats 
· Lead 
· Long Lead 
· Toy 
· Water Bowl 
· Poop Bags 
· First Aid Kit 
 
Clothing: 
· Socks 
· Gloves 
· Handkerchief 
· Hat 
· Waterproof Jacket/Pants 
· Gators 
 
Miscellaneous Items: 
· Survival Kit 
· Head Lamp 
· Batteries 
· Sunglasses 
· Kleenex 
· Binoculars 
· Water 
· Sun Screen 
· Bug Repellant 
· Ear Plugs 
· Food 
· Stove 

 
Chest Pack: 
· Radio 
· GPS 
· Batteries 
· Compass 
· Whistle 
· Lighter 
· Paper & Pen 
· Puffer  
 
First Aid Kit: 
· Vetrap 
· Bandages 
· Triangular Bandage 
· Gauze Pads 
· Scissors 
· Hematats 
· Antibiotic Ointment 
· Rubber Exam Gloves 
· Hot/Cold Packs 
· Splints 
· CPR Mask 
 
Survival Kit: 
· Space Blanket 
· Water Purification Tablets 
· Matches/Fire-starting materials 
· Aluminum Foil 
· Duct Tape 
· Mirror 
· Fire starting materials 
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Suggested Reading List 

 
Search and Rescue Dogs: Training the K-9 Hero, Second Edition, by American Rescue 
Dog Association 
 
Ready! The Training of the Search and Rescue Dog by Susan Bulanda 
 
A Practical Guide to Training and Working the Trailing Dog by John Lutenberg & 
Linda Porter 
 
Cadaver Dog Handbook: Forensic Training and Tactics for the Recovery of Human 
Remains by Andrew Rebmann and Edward David 
 
Scent and The Scenting Dog by William G. Syrotuck 
 
Tracking-Signs of Man, Signs of Hope: A Systematic Approach to the Art and Science 
of Tracking Humans by David Diaz 
 
Man-Trackers & Dog Handlers in Search & Rescue: Basic Guidelines and Information 
by Greg Fuller, Ed Johnson, and Robert J. Koester 
 
Analysis of Lost Person Behavior by et al William G. Syrotuck 
 
Some Grid Search Techniques for Locating Lost Individuals in Wilderness Areas by 
Syrotuck 
 
An Introduction to Land Search Probabilities and Calculations by Syrotuck 
 
Wilderness Navigation: Finding Your Way Using Map, Compass, Altimeter & GPS 
(Mountaineers Outdoor Basics) by Bob Burns and Mike Burns 
 
How Dogs Learn by Mary R. Burch and Jon S. Bailey, PhD. 
 
Mother Knows Best: The Natural Way to Train Your Dog by Carol Lea Benjamin 

Emergency Response by American National Red Cross 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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 Membership Application & Record 

I have read, understand, and agree to abide by RDI BYLAWS, STANDARDS & POLICIES.I know RDI 
wants competent teams and that search service is a serious, sizable commitment of time and effort. I will 
not represent myself as an RDI dog handler unless I am qualified and on the official callout list. I accept all 
responsibility for my search dog as an extension of myself. I have read and understand all of the above and 
all attachments to this Membership Application and Record and testify that they are true and correct. 
 
Signature:__________________________________________ DATE:___________________ 

 
 

Handler Name 
 

Application Date 
 

Candidate Date 
 

Member Date 

Social Security Number 
 

Address 

Phone Numbers 
 

Drivers License Number 

Date of Birth 
 

Sex 

Height 
 

Weight 

Hair Color 
 

Eye Color 

Identifying Marks 
 

Emergency Contact 

Allergies 
 

Medications 

Surgeries 
 

Other 

Physician Name/Address/Phone Number 
 

Dentist Name/Address/Phone Number 

Employer Name/Address/Phone Number 
 

Search Availability 

Medical Certificates & Expiration Dates 
 

Date Fees Paid 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Search Related Experience 
 
Please list Years of Search Related Experience: 

Outside Interests 
 
Interests separate from search-related experience: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

____Search Dog Handling ____Skiing (Cross Country) 

____Dog Obedience ____Rock Climbing 

____Dog Rappelling ____Snow/Ice Climbing 

____Dog Medicine ____Mountaineering 

____Map & Compass ____Snowshoeing  

____SAR Unit ____Survival Training 

____Radio Procedures ____Avalanche Transceivers 

____Mountain Rescue ____Avalanche Awareness  

____Backpacking ____Man Tracking 

____Skiing (Downhill)  

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Equipment Owned 
 

Check off equipment you own and know how to use: 

Other gear: 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

�  Mountain Boots �  Colored Flagging 

�  Ski Boots �  Flashlight 

�  Downhill Skis �  Headlamp 

�  XC Skis �  Sunglasses 

�  Snowshoes �  Cooking Pot 

�  Snow Shovel �  Warm Hat 

�  Avalanche Transceiver �  Mountaineering Pants 

�  Avalanche Ski Poles �  Warm Parka 

�  Backpack �  Rain Jacket and Pants 

�  Tent �  Warm Gloves/Mittens 

�  Sleeping Bag �  First Aid Kit 

�  Sleeping Pad �  Space Blanket 

�  Bivy Sack �  Whistle 

�  Compass �  Waterproof Map Cover 

�  Knife �  Three Carabiners 

�  Fire Starting Materials �  Figure 8 

�  Water Bottles �  Climbing Rope and Webbing 

�  Stove and Fuel �  Rappelling Harness 

�  Signal Flares/Smoke Bombs �  Rock Helmet 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 

www.rockymountainrescuedogs.com 
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Canine Information 
 

Dog’s Name:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth:_______________________________ Sex:________________________ 
 
Breed: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Temperament: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Color:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Special Markings: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Veterinarian (Name, Address & Phone): ______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Handler is expected to keep dog’s immunizations and licensing current. 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Release and Indemnity Agreement 
 

I submit this RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT as part of my application 
and continuing membership and candidacy with ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE 
DOGS, INC., a volunteer non-profit organization. I acknowledge that I am aware and 
accept that while participating in activities under the auspices of ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
RESCUE DOGS, INC. certain exposures to risk may be incurred. These exposures in-
clude, but are not limited to: accident and/or sickness without readily available medical 
facilities, the forces of nature, travel on the ground and in the air, travel in high alpine 
terrain involving risks of falls, avalanche, exposure to the elements, strenuous physical 
work covering periods as long as several days, and the physical and other risks involved 
in high stress levels and high altitude work.  
  

In consideration of the right to participate in the training, searches, and other programs 
offered by or through ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS,INC., within or outside 
the United States, I hereby assume all of the risks involved and agree to indemnify and 
hold ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC., its members,  officers, agents and 
employees harmless from any and all liability that may arise in connection with my par-
ticipation in the activities of ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESCUE DOGS, INC. I agree that 
this waiver and this RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT shall be binding 
upon my heirs, and that it shall inure to the benefit of the successors, heirs, and assigns 
of the released parties. This release and Indemnity shall remain valid and binding for as 
long as I am associated with and participate in any activities, training or searches with 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs. 

 

Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________ 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Canine Evaluation Form 
 

Date:__________________________________________________________________ 
Handler:_______________________________________________________________ 
Canine:________________________________________________________________ 
Breed:_________________________________________________________________ 
Age:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does the canine handle dog to personal socialization? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does the canine handle dog to dog socialization? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
How does the canine adapt to changing situations? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do the handler and canine work well together as a team? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is your overall evaluation of this canine functioning among other dogs and people? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evaluator’s Name, Address & Phone Number: _________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evaluator’s Signature:____________________________ Date:____________________ 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
Midvale, UT  84047 
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Medical Evaluation 
 
Date:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

I find _____________________________________in good physical condition for per-
forming strenuous physical activity as found in search and rescue work 

Comments: 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

I find_____________________________________ in poor physical condition for per-
forming strenuous physical activity as found in search and rescue work because of :  

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

This condition can or cannot (circle one) be treated to allow strenuous physical search 
and rescue work.  
 
The handler must have an acceptable medical evaluation before returning to or becom-
ing an active handler. Please explain any condition that requires medical attention that 
would be aggravated or worsened by strenuous physical activity. 
 
 
M.D. Signed________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
Name, Address & Phone Number:___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Handler Signed______________________________ Date:_______________________ 
 
Name, Address & Phone Number:___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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Stats/Logs Cover Sheet 
 
Handler___________________________________________________________________ 
Canine____________________________________________________________________ 
Time Period Covered________________________________________________________ 
 

Team did or did not maintain an average of weekly training for period covered. 

Number of Wilderness Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Tracking Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Water Recovery Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Avalanche Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Disaster Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Obedience Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Agility Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of Scent Article Scenarios Dates 
 

Number of HRD Scenarios Dates 

Other 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

Comments 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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Obedience Training Log 
Date Sit Down Come Down 

on a 
come 

Stay Wait Drop It Leave 
It 

Finish Heel 
on 

Lead 

Heel 
off 

Lead 

Halt Tricks 
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Training Log 
 

 
Comments: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Location:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Coordinates:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Date Reference 

Dog Travel 

Start Time Working 

Setup Time Area 

Distance Humidity 

Temperature Moisture 

Cloud Cover Wind Speed 

Wind Direction Environment 

Articles Victim Name 

Found Situation 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
1042 East Fort Union #334 
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Test Request Form 
 
 
Date of Request:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Handler:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Canine:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Test:________________________ Level of Test___________________________ 
 
Due Date:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Management Signatures (all required):  Specialized Operational (Level III)  
        Assistants (if candidate): 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
 
Comments: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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Test Evaluation Form 
 
 
Date of Test:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Handler:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Canine:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Test:________________________ Level of Test___________________________ 
 
 
Circle one:     Pass  Fail 
 
 
Comments: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________ ________________________________ 
Evaluator Signature     Handler Signature 
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Search Mission Report 
 

 
Search Discussion: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Handler Dog 

Mission Date 

Call-out Time Departure Time 

Departure Place Transportation 

Arrival Time Time Search Began 

Time Search Completed Time Returned Home 

Victim Location 

Type of Terrain Elevation 

Temperature Wind 

Wind Direction Miles Traveled 

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Operational (Level II) Checklist 

 

Handler’s Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Canine_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Current First Aid/CPR Certification �  

Dues Paid �  

Current Medical Release �  

Obedience Test �  

Wilderness Operational (Level II) Test �  

Current Physical Fitness Evaluation �  

2/3 Workout Attendance �  

Two Searches Attended �  

Current Logs �  

Six Month Candidacy �  

Two Completed Obedience Classes �  

2/3 Business Meeting Attendance �  

Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. 
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 Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Operational (Level II) Status 

 

Once you have completed the necessary requirements for becoming a Rocky Mountain 
Rescue Dog Operational (Level II) Team, you are allowed to begin attending search mis-
sions with your dog. You will also begin preparing for your specialized testing.  
 
Requirements for Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Operational (Level II) Teams are as fol-
lows: 
· Continue to work with your chosen Specialized Operational (Level III) mentors 
· Attend 1/2 of all workouts 
· Attend 1/2 of all Business Meetings 
· Attend Search Missions with your dog 
· Attend community demonstrations 
· Complete and submit training logs each month to your Level III mentors and Manage-

ment  
· Complete a 6 month progress review with Rocky Mountain Management and Board 
· Test for Specialized Operational (Level III) Certification within 1 year of Operational 

(Level II) status 
 
Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Management Members will help guide you through the 
steps of your training, and will provide you with progress checks to ensure you are pro-
gressing toward your Specialized Operational (Level III) certification. Management will 
also provide you with stats sheets to help you keep track of workouts attended.  
 
Your Level III mentors will assist you in training with your canine partner outside of offi-
cial Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog workouts. Your Level III mentors will help you in the 
proper steps for training your canine. They will also help determine when you and your 
canine partner are ready to test for your Specialized Operational (Level III) certifications.  
 
Specializations Include: 
· Wilderness 
· Tracking/Trailing 
· Avalanche 
· Human Remains Detection/Evidence 
· Human Remains Detection/Wilderness 
· Human Remains Detection/Water 
· Scent Specific Wilderness 
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Operational (Level II) Status (Continued) 

 

 
Once you have obtained Operational (Level II) status you are may begin attending search 
missions with your dog. You must attended a total of four searches before you are al-
lowed to test for your Specialized Operational (Level III) certification. Attending as 
many searches with your dog as possible will allow you to understand your dog’s abili-
ties, hone your search strategies, and determine what specialization you would like to 
pursue. In order to attend searches, your stats must be current and you must also be cur-
rent on your training logs.  
 
As a Operational (Level II) canine handler, you are given voting privileges within Rocky 
Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. During monthly meetings you may be asked to vote on: 
membership, Standards and By-Laws changes, and financial decisions.  
 
As a Operational (Level II) canine handler, you can be elected to serve as a Corporate Of-
ficer on the Board.  
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Specialized Operational (Level III) Checklist 

 

Handler’s Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Handler’s Birth Date______________________________________________________ 
 
Canine_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Current First Aid/CPR Certification �  

Current Membership Dues Paid �  

Current Medical Release �  

Obedience Test �  

Specialized Level III Test �  

Current Physical Fitness Evaluation �  

50% Workout Attendance �  

50% Meeting Attendance �  

Four Searches Attended �  

Current Logs �  
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Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs 
Specialized Operational (Level III) Status 

 

Requirements for Rocky Mountain Rescue Dog Specialized Operational (Level III) 
Teams are as follows: 
 
· Work with Candidates and Operational (Level II) handlers to guide them through their 

training 
· Train weekly 
· Attend 1/2 of all workouts 
· Attend 1/2 of all Business Meetings 
· Attend Search Missions with your dog 
· Serve as Incident Commander on Search Missions 
· Organize and attend community demonstrations 
· Complete and submit training logs each month to Management  
· Serve on the Management Committee 
· Serve on the Board 
 
Specialized Operational (Level III) Canine Handlers may be elected also be elected as 
members of Management. Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs, Inc. Specialized Operational 
(Level III) Canine Handlers may also be elected as Corporate Officers to serve on the 
Board.  
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